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PROGRAMME
All stand as the Choir and Ministers enter

Introduction and welcome  
by Mrs M J Phillips, Senior Deputy Head

All stand and sing:

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of his word;
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

Tell out my soul, the greatness of his name:
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has 
done;
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might: 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children’s children and for evermore

All Sit

INTRODUCTION
I hope that you will enjoy today’s service of celebration. Our service 
encourages us to reflect and to celebrate the teaching of boys and girls at 
King’s over the last 50 years.  We are honoured that His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO can be with us on this special occasion, 
together with some of the first girls to attend the school.

In 1969, the Headmaster Mr Geoffrey Lucas made the significant decision 
to welcome girls, making King’s one of the first independent boys’ schools 
in the country to do so.  This forward-thinking approach is still evident 
today. We are proud of our history, but we are also very much focussed on 
the future and preparing all our pupils for the rapidly changing world ahead. 

During this academic year we will be reflecting on the changing attitudes 
in society since 1969, through various events and during our lessons and 
assemblies, culminating with a special guest at Speech Day. 

Co-education has enabled King’s to develop a diverse, inclusive community 
with an ethos of kindness, tolerance, friendship and respectfulness amongst 
our pupils. The pupils are encouraged to express their views openly and 
confidently in discussions, including exploring all perspectives on gender 
and sexuality. We aim to develop their understanding that all considered, 
respectful views are welcomed. These are important lessons for life, both 
at school and in the years ahead. 

David Morton, Headmaster 



Reading: Galatians 3: 28 – 29
Read by a member of the Upper Sixth

Co-education in recent decades 
Read by members of the Upper Sixth

Dance
Performed by Ivy Griffiths and Evie Barker (4th Form).

The dance touches on the themes of friendship, support and mutual 
understanding. 

Duet: I can do anything 
Sung by Jenny Gardiner (L6th) and Joshua Vaughan (U6th)

Words and music: Irving Berlin

All stand and sing:

And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England’s mountains green?

And was the holy Lamb of God
On England’s pleasant pastures seen?

And did the countenance divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among those dark satanic mills.

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!

Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!

I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,

Till we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and pleasant land.

All Sit

An organ interlude 
will be played by Mr Lyndon Hills, Assistant Director of Music

His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO 
arrives and is welcomed by the Headmaster

The King’s School today 

Tallulah di Tomaso and Sebastian Ferris, Heads of School,  
offer a pupil perspective

His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO unveils a  
commemorative plaque



The Chapel Choir will sing the anthem:

O thou the central orb of righteous love, 
Pure beam of the most high, eternal light 

Of this our wintry world; thy radiance bright 
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. 

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine. 
Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move, 

As stars about thy throne, set in the height 
Of God’s ordaining counsel, as thy sight 

Gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove. 
Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, 

Our nature all shall feel eternal day, 
In fellowship with thee, transforming clay 

To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen. 

Words: H. R. Bramley  Music: Charles Wood 

This anthem was sung at the national service to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. The orb is one 
of the items presented to the monarch at a Coronation. Using the imagery of light from the sun, the anthem 

speaks of God’s love bringing light, hope and joy to the world.

Please stand for the prayers, led by the School Chaplain 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth, as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The School Prayer
Almighty God, who has called your children to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as 
yet untrodden, through perils unknown: give us faith to go out with a good courage, not knowing where 
we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.

Blessing
Canon Celia Thomson, Canon Chancellor, Gloucester Cathedral

The National Anthem

God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,

God save the Queen.
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen.

Thy choicest gifts in store
On her be pleased to pour,

Long may she reign.
May she defend our laws,

And ever give us cause
To sing with heart and voice,

God save the Queen!



The Headmaster escorts the royal party to the West Door of the Cathedral.
 

All remain standing and sing the School Song

 Carmen Scholae Regis A translation for information:
 Sancti Petri sedes, Shrine of Saintly Peter,
 Gloucestrensis aedes. Gloucester’s noble spire,
 Ecce quam dilecta How wonderfully does your radiance
 Nitent tua tecta. All our hopes inspire!

 Scholae Regis usque vernum  May the King’s School ever flourish!
 Floreat decus aeternum; Ever spring-like, grow her fame!
 Sic precamur diligentes, Thus we, in loving worship,
 Almam Matrem concinentes. Greet our foster-mother’s name.

 Salvete, O praesentes, Hail to those present,
 Discentes, docentes, Past and future too,
 Venturi, priores, Pupils, teachers, both,
 Vobis sint honores: May all honour be to you!

 Chorus:  Scholae Regis usque vernum May the King’s School ever flourish!

Organ Voluntary  
Crown Imperial by Sir William Walton 

Please remain standing whilst the Choir leave.

Director of Music: Mr John Pennington  |   Assistant Director of Music: Mr Lyndon C Hills 

 

The Beginning  
of Co-education 
Written by Mr D J Evans, School Archivist

King’s has a very long history going back to the 
time of King Henry VIII and the monastery school 
that met in the Benedictine Abbey that preceded 
Gloucester Cathedral.  Throughout that long 
period the school only took in boys as pupils.  
This centuries-old tradition came to an end with 
three distinct phases of change that began exactly 
fifty years ago this term.  



The first two girls outside Little Cloister House

STAGE 1: Girls in Junior School (1969)
In September 1969 the first two four-year 
old girls arrived in Kindergarten, the form for 
the youngest pupils in King’s Junior School.  
The names of the two new girls were Sara 
Whobrey and Katherine Troughton.  

The 1960s – sometimes referred to as the 
‘Swinging Sixties’ – saw a great change in 
social attitudes across Britain, and this led the 
Headmaster, Geoffrey Lucas, and a number 
of King’s School parents to question whether 
some aspects of single-sex schooling might have 
become outdated.  

One of the teachers in Junior School at that 
time, Mary Chisholm, later wrote about the 
arrival of the first girls: “Kate Troughton and 
Sara Whobrey both had brothers at King’s.  
They were clever, feisty and happy little 
girls and immediately had an impact on the 
atmosphere of the Junior School.  They were 
very good at organising the boys, especially in 
the playground.  They encouraged the boys to 
learn how to skip and there was noticeably less 
rough and rowdy play.  In their turn the boys 
let the girls join in their games.  On Sports Days 

new races were included.  It was the greatest 
joy for the staff and the boys that girls could 
now play their part in assemblies and dramatic 
productions.  Boys had naturally hated having 
to take girls’ parts.  On the academic front 
competition grew, which could only be for 
the good, as the addition of girls to King’s has 
undoubtedly proved to be.”  

The first two girls at King’s – Sara Whobrey and 
Katherine Troughton – join their classmates in 

Kindergarten in September 1969



STAGE 2: Girls in the Sixth Form (1972)
The introduction of girls to Junior 
School was a great success.  Girls and 
boys grew up together from an early 
age, taking each other’s company for 
granted.  The girls were, however, 
required to leave King’s when they 
reached the age of eleven.

There were several reasons why girls 
were not admitted to Senior School.  
One was that no one wished to make 
difficulties for the other independent 
school in Gloucester at this time, a 
girls’ school called Selwyn School, 
sometimes referred to as the sister 
school of King’s.  It was also thought 
that trying to educate girls alongside 
boys would prove problematic in 
the difficult teenage years.  The 
Headmaster of the 1970s, Pat David, 
put it like this: “Growth and maturity 
vary so widely that girls and boys 
naturally follow different paths. I 
believe that, provided they are not 
in monastic seclusion, boys and girls 
work better free of the distractions of 
the other sex”.  

Despite this opposition to change in 
the main body of the school, three 
girls were allowed to join the Sixth 
Form in 1972.  Their names were 
Jackie Orchard, Katy Newell and 
Marion Nelson.  They came either 
because they already had brothers in 
the school or because they wished to 
study Science A levels and found that 
their schools lacked adequate facilities.  
They prospered in the school and 
achieved their academic ambitions.  
Even so, the number of Sixth Form 
girls remained very small and for six 
years, between 1977 and 1983, 
King’s Senior School once again 
became entirely male.

Sara Whobrey, one of the very first girls at King’s, is 
presented with a prize from Mr R.D. Young at the Junior 

School Speech Day in 1972.

The first three Sixth Form girls at King’s (1972)

Middle School girls (1978)
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Middle School Girls in 1985

STAGE 3: Girls throughout the School (1984-5)
The final step towards co-education began with 
the arrival of another Headmaster in the 1980s.  
Alan Charters said this at Speech Day in 1984: 
“At every level of society men and women now 
work and share equally together, and I believe 
it is vital that boys and girls should appreciate 
each other’s rather different experiences of life 
during the turbulent years of adolescence”.  As 
a result, a plan was made for girls to make their 
way through the entire school from September 
1985.  The teaching staff backed this move to 
genuine co-education with a vote of 37 to 1.  

The plan was announced that girls who had 
been in Junior School could, if they wished, 
stay on at King’s beyond the age of eleven for 
the first time in September 1985.  However, 
an objection was raised by one of the girls 
scheduled to leave the previous year.  Hearing 
that co-education would be allowed in the 
future, Jessica Chamberlayne wrote a letter 
stating that she could see no reason why she 
should have to leave the school she had always 
belonged to simply because she was female.  

Girls therefore entered the 11 to 16 part of 
the school in September 1984, a year earlier 
than the official plan, a special case being made 
for Jessica, who entered the First Form as the 
only girl in her entire year group. Over the next 
two years she was joined by three others, Katie 
Welham, Mhairi Smith and Alexandra Paul, who 
all stayed together and made it through the Sixth 
Form.

Within just a few more years, by the end of the 
1980s, most of the year groups in Senior School 
contained quite large numbers of girls and King’s 
very quickly began to feel like a genuinely co-
educational school, not just a boys’ school with a 
few girls added on to it.    

Form 1K busily engaged in a Textiles Lesson in 1987


